
Re-Cap! 
September 22, 2021 

Woodmere Education 
Center 

A summary of the Board of Education Meeting 

Board Members:  Debra Sheinin, President; Cheryl May, Vice President;          
Mitchell A. Greebel, Judy Menashe, Francois Tenenbaum, Shari L. Amitrano,          
Jonathan D. Altus 

 

 The Pledge of Allegiance was led by   
Aleksandra Mayer, HHS Student Council 
President.  

 Dr. Marino provided the Superintendent’s 
Report. The District welcomed students 
back on September 1. He attended the 
elementary schools’ and high school pep 
rallies. The Homecoming Parade and 
football game were well attended. Two 
HHS graduates were elected to the HHS 
Athletic Hall of Fame. Three schools have 
held their back-to-school nights. The oth-
er two are upcoming. FECC Summer 
Reading Celebration was on September 22. HES will hold a sidewalk reading celebration on 
September 24. Fall athletics are in full swing. The HHS musical, “Little Shop of Horrors,” is 
scheduled for November 17-20. Dr. Marino reported that all staff was welcomed back on Au-
gust 30 with a virtual presentation by David Glickman, a professional speaker and entertainer. 
Throughout the day, professional development sessions were offered to all staff members on 
social and emotional wellness. K-12 Insight will provide information to the HW team next week 
on the engagement planning for the new school year. Upcoming Superintendent Roundtables 
are on September 30 at the Center for Adult Life Enrichment and October 12 at the Hewlett 
Fire Department. Construction continues at HES and HHS.  

 Mr. Hogan provided the Curriculum Report. He reported that teachers at the secondary level 
and permanent substitutes at the elementary level have been providing remote learning to 
quarantined students since September 1. The sessions are being scheduled in collaboration 
with parents, students, and teachers during the school day and before and/or after school. 
Special education services are also being provided, as needed. Mr. Hogan is in contact with the 
school nurses, principals, Dr. Blinderman, and the Department of Health on a continual basis. 
He has been meeting with the P-12 chairpeople to review goals for the 2021-2022 school year.    

 Mrs. Donnelly provided the report from the Business Office. The Business Office staff has 

closed the fiscal year ending June 30.  We are still on target to meet our October 15 deadline 

to file the audit with NYS. Representatives from RS Abrams were on site on September 9th & 

10th and completed their review process remotely.  The audit committee meeting has been 



scheduled for October 6th.  Marianne VanDuyne from RSA will attend the October meeting to 

present the audit to the Board of Education. Each school year, our internal auditors conduct a 

risk assessment review, as well as a more detailed assessment of a particular area that is agreed 

upon between the District and our audit team. *During the 2nd half of 2020-2021, the area of 

focus for their review was Employee Benefits.  The internal audit team was on site in August to 

conduct their risk assessment for the 2021-22 school year.  Both reports will be ready for review 

by the Audit Committee at their October 6th meeting.   

 Dr. Bediako provided the Human Resources report. The new employee orientation was held on 

August 26 and the new employee reception was held earlier this evening. Her department con-

tinues to hire new employees, as needed. Dr. Bediako is in negotiations with the clerical, custodi-

al, and IT units. Almost 700 employees shared their vaccine status with the District, and COVID-

19 testing for the unvaccinated staff will begin on September 27.  

 Ms. Peterson reported that she attended the District Leadership Team Retreat and helped the 

team to discuss their leadership and new ways to engage staff.  She also participated in three 

workshops on Opening Day, each of which received positive feedback from staff.  Ms. Peterson 

reported that she participated in SEPTA’s first meeting wherein the group discussed workshops 

for parents and fundraisers to support our students with disabilities across the District. Ms. Pe-

terson shared that she has met with the staff of Northwell’s Behavioral Health Clinic along with 

the wellness teams from each participating district.  The teams were able to discuss concerns 

they are seeing as students returned to school and ways Northwell can help them address these 

issues. Ms. Peterson has been meeting with her staff to discuss services, goals for the year, and 

ensuring students have the support they need to succeed. Ms. Peterson reported she submitted 

the NYSED special education data which is required by the state and federal government under 

IDEA. Ms. Peterson attended the Patriot’s Day Commemorations at Ogden and Hewlett Elemen-

tary Schools.  She was moved by the students and honorees who spoke at both ceremonies. Ms. 

Peterson also was happy to see the students across the District on the first days of school, see-

ing their smiling faces and eyes! 

 Ms. Aleksandra Mayer reported on behalf of the Student Advisory Council. She shared the spirit 
day activities, pep rally, and homecoming information. There was a new route for the parade 
and the day had a strong sense of community.  

 Ms. Shana Milillo and Mrs. Alyssa Honig, Central Council PTA Co-Presidents, provided their re-
port. Please see the attached newsletter for information from all PTA units.  

 Mr. Ric Stark spoke on behalf of the Hewlett-Woodmere Faculty Association. He welcomed the 
new teachers to the District and shared that they attended a union meeting that evening. Mr. 
Stark also shared that Ms. Leslie Rose, a teacher at OES, was selected as the Nassau Political Ac-
tion Coordinator for NYSUT.  

Board Committee Reports 

 Mr. Greebel reported on behalf of the Special Education Committee.  The Committee recom-

mends the approval of both the Committee on Special Education and the Committee on Pre-

school Special Education.   

 

 

 



 The minutes from the August 17 meeting were approved.   

 Consent Agenda unanimously approved. Several items were removed for separate considera-
tion:  

 I.1.3  Resolution: Full-Day Free Pre-Kindergarten. This item will be voted on separately. The 
 vote was 5 in favor, 2 opposed. 

 G. 1.5A Community Education & Services Staff. This item will be voted on separately. The      
 vote was 6 in favor, 1 abstained.  

 G. 1.4E Volunteer Coaches. This item will be discussed in Executive Session and voted on       
 separately. The vote was 6 in favor, 1 abstained.  

 Consent Agenda items were all approved.  

 

Communications/Comments from the Public 

 Two residents spoke in opposition to the free, full-day pre-kindergarten program.  

 The meeting adjourned to Executive Session at 8:40 PM.   

 

UPCOMING MEETINGS:   

Wednesday, October 13, 2021, 6:30 PM Budget Meeting, 7:30 PM, Work Meeting at Woodmere 
Education Center 

Wednesday, October 20, 2021, 8:00 PM, Regular Meeting at Woodmere Middle School  

 

NOTE:  

All agendas and supporting documentation for the September 22 meeting can be found by clicking 
HERE. 

http://hewlettwoodmereschoolny.iqm2.com/Citizens/FileOpen.aspx?Type=1&ID=1817&Inline=True


 
  

HES 
o The Principal’s Breakfast was held on August 26th to welcome 

incoming second grade students and families at the HES reading 

garden.   

o At Superintendent’s Conference Day on August 31st, HES staff 

enjoyed a tasty bagel breakfast and coffee donated by PTA.   

o On the first day of school, HES students were greeted by mylar 

balloons funded by PTA 

o The Welcome Back Fair on September 2nd included tables with 

vendors for afterschool clubs, PTA membership, and spirit wear  

Students enjoyed dancing to D.J. Pace and interactive activities 

with Warren Levi and F.A.S.T. Athletics.   

o PTA provided agenda books for all students in grades 2-4, 

as well as the Book of the Month for all teachers.  

September’s book was Be You! by Peter H. Reynolds. 

o Patriot Day Ceremony.  On September 10th, all students and staff 

gathered on the back field to honor the victims and heroes of 9-

11.  Students sang patriotic songs, held American flags, and read 

poetry.  Former principal, Sandy Pensak, was an honored guest 

as well as Lieutenant Richard Skellington (FDNY) and Officer 

John Tanzi (NYPD).  The ceremony ended with a full school, 

single line recessional around the building, led by Officer Tanzi 

playing the bagpipes. 

o PTA had its first meeting outdoors on September 15th.  There was 

a nice turnout of new and current families in attendance. 

o After School Clubs – PTA is still in the planning phase and 

locking down scheduling for all the classes offered. Registration 

will be done online with ample notice provided beforehand. 
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FECC 

 FECC is off to a great start. The children seem to be accepting of the 3' distance + mask guideline, eating snack in 
a manner each teacher provides with 6' and fortunately lunch in the cafeteria 6' apart.  

 We had welcome balloons displayed for the first day. Although the PTA didn't have the opportunity to address 
families at the in person back to school night we were able to be a part of Dr Smyth's welcome video. This 
allowed us the address membership, PTA events and enlist volunteers. 

 Our first meeting was in person outside in the FECC reading garden and virtually via zoom. We had over 65 
parents attend, approximately half were online. We intend to continue with a virtual option. 

 Before school started we ran a spirit wear sale online with Baxters that will be repeated soon. Pizza on the 
Playground was donated by Friendlier and festivities were in full swing with DJ Pace.  We had incredible 
attendance and significant community support.  We sold pizza, popcorn, snacks, water and had the Hewlee truck.  

We hope the spirit of this event and our PTA meeting attendance are signs of a great year ahead! 
 

 OES   
 Welcome & Waffles - The front of 

the school was decorated with 
colorful balloon columns and a 
beautiful ring of balloons. The 
children and staff enjoyed fresh 
belgian waffles and bagels in the 
front atrium. They danced in the 
back gym as well as stopped by the 
photo booth outside.  The 2nd - 4th 
grade students enjoyed carnival 
festivities, which included 
traditional games & prizes as well as 
glitter tattoos and crafts. The 5th 
graders spent the morning on the 
gaming truck and playing gaga.  

   Back to school night - Parents were 
able to purchase spirit items, join 
PTA, SEPTA and Oompah and learn 
about different activities in the 
community for the kids.  

 Patriot's Day - For the 9/11 tribute, 
5th graders laid out flags purchased 
by PTA 

Upcoming Events: 
 5th Grade Car Wash - Sept 24th 

9:30am -12pm please stop by and 
support our first PTA fundraiser of 
the year.  
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WMS  
 All students are in school and sports have started!  After School clubs will start this week. 
 We had our back to school night September 9th- Teacher and Parents were happy to be in person. 
 We sold last year’s leftover Spirit Wear at Back to School Night, collecting $430.  The Spirit Store is open 

now through the end of November.  We will try to sell Spirit Wear at the upcoming Book Fair.   
 We had our 1st meeting September 17 via zoom with many chairs as guests speakers and about 35 signed 

on.   As of today we have 144 PTA members 
 Last year's Staff Luncheon was a great success and with so many donations it helped us do a lot for the 

staff, including a farmers stand staff breakfast on August 31. 
Upcoming  

Book Fair: October 14th  and 15th, possibly outdoors   
 
Fall Dance: November 1st, possibly outdoors 

 Tiffany Santos, Kelly Occhiuzzo-Zack, and Tali Kozachkov are some of the volunteers      
                     helping.  They are talking with Dr. Bauer about possibly moving the date up earlier so it can be  

       outdoors and or keeping that date with fingers crossed for a mild evening.    
 
 
 
 
 

SEPTA 
We had our first hybrid meeting on Monday the 
September 20th. I emailed each school to try to 
get representation from each school. It was very 
successful with social workers, chairs, or 
psychologists from each school. We had a good 
number of parents join us as well. We are 
working on getting the afterschool classes up and 
running in Hewlett and Ogden which we are very 
excited to bring back with guitar, piano, and chess 
(chess will be offered in person and virtually this 
year.) 
 
We will see how the virtual option works this 
year. We will be selling fidget pop it’s at back to 
school night and will open a spirit wear store.  We 
are planning parent workshops for the fall and 
spring. We are hoping to host the first one in 
November with Dr. Caryl Otis, child psychiatrist, 
to address ways to cope with stress.    We are 
hopeful we will be able to bring more in person 
events back and class trips for the students.  We 
are looking forward to a successful year! 
 
 
 
 
 
 

CULTURAL ARTS 
Art: Selected student art from grades K-12 be displayed 
at Dunkin' and Dolce Confectionary in  October 
 
Music: HHS Homecoming/Marching Band was a  
tremendous success. Students marched and put on a half 
time show in only 9 school days. 
All music ensembles are now playing. Each ensemble is 
spaced and masked with HWPS/NYSSMA/STATE 
guidelines. HS Musical is Little Shop of Horrors.  
 
WMS: All music ensembles are now playing spaced and 
masked as per HWPS/NYSSMA/STATE guidelines. 
Band/Orchestra Lessons and chorus lab begin 9/20. 
Chamber & Jazz band auditions are virtual and will begin 
in person rehearsals in October. 
 
HES/OES: 4th and 5th grade Band/Orchestra/Chorus will 
begin the week of 9/27; 3rd and 4th graders are 
beginning to choose instruments. 
 
Our first Arts Council meeting will be 10/14 at 10:00 in 
WEC. 
 

 
. 
 
 
 
 
 

HHS 

HHS is off to a good start. Decorated entrances with balloon towers for first wk of school. Students are 
happy to be back in bldg. very happy sports are a go. 
Seniors handed out tshirts. Held their senior breakfast had a great turnout. They have new spirit wear to 
sell. Have quite a few fundraisers in the works. 
Back to School night is September 30. 
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